Visual Dysfunction in Parkinson's Disease.
This chapter describes the visual problems likely to be encountered in Parkinson's disease (PD) and whether such signs are useful in differentiating the parkinsonian syndromes. Visual dysfunction in PD may involve visual acuity, contrast sensitivity, color discrimination, pupil reactivity, saccadic and pursuit eye movements, motion perception, visual fields, and visual processing speeds. In addition, disturbance of visuospatial orientation, facial recognition problems, rapid eye movement (REM) sleep behavior disorder, and chronic visual hallucinations may be present. Problems affecting pupil reactivity, stereopsis, pursuit eye movement, and visuomotor adaptation, when accompanied by REM sleep behavior disorder, could be early features of PD. Dementia associated with PD is associated with enhanced eye movement problems, visuospatial deficits, and visual hallucinations. Visual dysfunction may be a useful diagnostic feature in differentiating PD from other parkinsonian symptoms, visual hallucinations, visuospatial dysfunction, and variation in saccadic eye movement problems being particularly useful discriminating features.